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From the President’s Pen…  
        
January, 2015 
 

Dear Gamma Mu Sisters, 
  

It is more and more astounding to me, with each passing year, how very quickly time 
goes by. Here we are, at the midpoint of this school year, and the first quarter of Delta 

Kappa Gamma’s new biennium is nearly over. 
 

Professionally, January marked a time to take stock of where I was, with the curriculum, 
with individual student’s progress, with paperwork, etc. and make a plan for the 

remainder of the year.  

 
The Gamma Mu January meeting is traditionally the second Board meeting, but all 

members are welcome. This meeting will be held Tuesday, January 27, at 4:15 at the 
Christian Church Fellowship Hall. The board will review goals set in July, take stock of 

where we are, and make plans for the rest of this year. We will surely also make some 
tentative plans for the second half of the 2014-2016 biennium. 

 
We welcome your ideas and opinions. I hope you will make the time to send your 

suggestions to me, or to any board member/officer. How can we make our chapter 
stronger? What do you wish we would do that we don’t? What does membership mean 

to you? Does it fulfill any professional or personal need? What can we do to make you 
look forward to our meetings and give them a priority in your busy, busy life? 

 
I want you to feel pride in your membership, and to know that your gifts and talents are 

an integral part of our success. Please let me know how you would like for us to make 

that happen. Time is passing quickly, and I need to hear from you soon! 
 

With Sisterly Affection, 
 

 
Sheila Cruse 

 



 

 Upcoming Dates and 

Announcements… 

January: Executive Board Meeting 

Our January meeting will be at 4:15 

at the Christian Church fellowship 
hall next Tuesday, January 27. I 

want to remind all members that 
they are welcome to participate in 

this meeting. We will be reviewing 
our year to date, brainstorming ideas 

for the rest of this year, and thinking 
ahead to next year. PLEASE send 

your ideas, concerns, and general 

comments about our chapter to me if 
you can't attend the meeting. Our 

chapter exists for all of us, and I 
welcome your observations and 

suggestions. 
Sheila 

February: Author Edna Stalcup 

March: Middle School Singers or Vocal 

Intensity 

April: Founder’s Day/Dinner out 

July 5-9, 2016 Delta Kappa Gamma 
International at Opryland Hotel in Nashville 

Educational Websites… 

Crayola for Educators 

http://www.crayola.com/for-
educators.aspx 

Wordsmyth (Fantastic Online Student 

Dictionary) http://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/ 

November Meeting 
 

Our November meeting had to be 

canceled due to snow. 
 

Just for Fun … 

Do you remember the delicious taco soup Carol 
served at the October meeting? Here’s her 

recipe: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taco Soup 
 
1lb. hamburger 

1 onion chopped 
 

Brown hamburger meat and onion. Drain. 

Place in crock pot. 
 

Add: 
1 jar taco sauce (medium or hot) 

1 can Rotel tomatoes with green chillies 
1 can whole kernel corn 

1 can kidney beans 
1 can pinto beans 

1 can black beans 
1 pkg. taco seasoning (I used only half 

envelope.) 
1 pkg ranch dressing mix (dry mix) 

 
Do not drain any of the ingredients. Mix all 

together in crock pot. Cook on low for 5 to 6 

hours. 
 

Serve with grated cheese and nacho chips. 
 

Enjoy! 

 

 

http://www.crayola.com/for-educators.aspx
http://www.crayola.com/for-educators.aspx
http://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/


  October Meeting 

During our last meeting, we visited the Butler Museum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a delightful tour, we went to Little Doe Baptist Church for refreshments and our 

business meeting. Thanks go to Carol, Leni, and Barb Gratsch for the delicious meal. 

 

 



 

Children’s Christmas Party 

Gamma Mu facilitated a Christmas party 
for area children. It was held at the library 

from 10:30-12:00 on Saturday, December 
20th. Children heard stories and made 

gingerbread houses. Several members 
helped out at this party including Sheila, 

Bev, Teresa, Evelyn, Andy, Barb Henson, 
Barb Gratsch, and Leni Smith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recognitions…  
 

Congratulations to Andy Wright for being 

recognized as an outstanding teacher. She 
was selected as Teacher of the Year for 

Mountain City Elementary! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gamma Mu Outreach 
 
During American Education Week, 175 

teachers and the Central Office for a total of 
200 received a treat from Gamma Mu. Brenda 
Potter and Barbara Henson headed this 

committee. 
 

Gamma Mu donated a "Basket of Chocolates" 
to the High School Student Leadership 
Fundraiser Auction on November 7th.  

 

 

 



Governmental Issue 
 

A word or two…. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Now that President Obama is pushing for a similar program nationwide, I decided to take 
a closer look at our state’s plan. It’s not perfect, but I like what I read. 

 
I like the fact that it’s a “last dollar” scholarship. It will cover tuition and fees that are 

not covered by the Pell Grant, HOPE scholarship or TSAA funds. It’s not a “free ride.” 
 

It allows students to attend any of the state’s 13 community colleges, the 27 colleges of 
applied technology or other eligible institutions offering an Associate degree. I assume 

that includes trade and technical schools, as well. 
 

I like that the students will be held accountable. They must maintain a 2.0 GPA, 
complete eight hours of community service before the beginning of each term, and 

complete a Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form to qualify. 

 
Perhaps one of the most important points is that the money will be paid directly to the 

school. There will be no chance of the students using it to buy something frivolous. (I 
had to learn the hard way to do that when I offered teachers financial assistance with 

continuing education.)   
 

And I like the mentoring aspect of the plan. Volunteers will be trained to assist students 
as they navigate the admissions process and ensure that the requirements are met. 

However, I sense that this could be a weak link in the chain; having the right people in 
place for this will be critical. 

 
Tennessee Promise will be a “hand up.” It will offer post-secondary education to 

students who otherwise would see no way to continue their education after high school. 
The career opportunities students will have upon completion of the program will be 

substantially increased, and they will be able to make a real contribution to their 

communities. Their lives and the lives of their families will be enriched. And that’s a 
promise I can support. 

 
Information found on the Tennessee Promise website. 

Sheila Cruse 

I’m generally in favor of government programs that offer 

citizens a “hand up” rather than a “hand out,” temporary 
programs that enable people to improve their situations 

and then continue on their own. So when Gov. Haslam 

announced the Tennessee Promise plan, which begins this 
fall, I sat up and took notice. This is the new plan that 

offers to pay for an Associates Degree for all high school 
graduates in the state. 

 
 



 

Area I Brunch 
 

The Area 1 Bunch entitled "Holiday Brunch" was held at Meadowview Convention Center in 

Kingsport on December 6, 2014.It was hosted by Iota Chapter with six chapters represented 
from Area 1. Xi State President, Beverly Smith, and Sherrie Collins, corresponding secretary 
were special guests. The group was entertained by the Sweet Adelines Quartet. Guest speaker 

was Leigh Anne Hoover, local author who wrote The Santa Train Tradition. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Inspirational Quote… 
 

 

 

It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy 

in creative expression and knowledge. 

 

Albert Einstein  

 

  


