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From the President’s Pen…  
        
February 2015 
 

Dear Gamma Mu Sisters, 
 

My goodness! What weather we are having! When my husband and I decided to retire 
here after 30 years on an island in Florida, we thought the best part would be finally 

having the four seasons again. And we were right, and we are really enjoying the snow, 

but I must say that we’d welcome spring anytime now….although that would mean 
spring cleaning….  

 
It’s spring cleaning time for us as a DKG chapter, with several March 31 deadlines 

looming. Everyone needs to roll up her sleeves and get ready to help get our house in 
order. Our February and March meetings will be critically important. Here’s a quick “TO 

DO” list for the February 24 meeting. 
 

1. Review the minutes of the Executive Board meeting which Leni emailed. 
2. Come to the February meeting, please!! The board set a goal of 80% attendance 

at meetings; we are falling short with 73%. Please, help us reach our goal.  
3. Bring snacks for 45 students. Nancy is travelling with a group of singers who look 

forward to bags of munchies from us.  
4. Be prepared to weigh in about a chapter fundraiser. Our budget is very tight. One 

idea is mentioned in the board minutes; what ideas do you have??   

5. Bring your white Gamma Mu binder, also referred to as our yearbook. Barb 
Gratsch has worked hard to prepare current information to replace old info. 

6. We must take a good look at our Strategic Action Plan. Look it over (it’s in your 
binder), paying special attention to the section relating to the committee(s) you’re 

on. We will break into our committees for discussion about necessary changes. 
This is basically our chapter’s “curriculum guide” or “benchmarks,” and must be 

treated as a living document that speaks to our goals and our specific needs and 
challenges. 

 



Also….we’ll be taking a group picture for the Johnson County history book. And…Ed Cook 

will be our speaker. (I’ve heard so much about him, I can’t wait!) 
 

I think that’s enough for now! As you can see, we have a lot of thinking and a lot of 
acting to do. Let’s make these next two months our best! 

 
With Sisterly affection, 

 
 

Sheila Cruse 
President 

 
 

 
The Good Neighbor Award 

(An overview for preliminary planning) 
 

There was much discussion at the Gamma Mu Executive Board meeting on February 3 
about beginning a Good Neighbor Award program/project in Johnson County elementary 

schools. We know as educators that the best students are readily recognized for their 

academic achievements, and the best athletes are readily recognized as well. But we 
also know that not every child can make straight A’s and not every child can run fast 

and jump high. Many of our students, in fact, are ordinary kids who work hard to make 
average to somewhat above average grades, who won’t make the football team, and 

who will be labeled “just average.” 
 

Those “average” students, though, most likely possess qualities that are rarely 
recognized in a public, more or less, official way. And our tests don’t measure kindness, 

or honesty, or willingness to help, or generosity of spirit…..they don’t measure the 
characteristics you want in your neighbors. From this premise, the Good Neighbor Award 

was born in my former community, and I’d like to see Gamma Mu sponsor something 
similar here.  

 
With good planning now, we can be ready to launch this for the 2015-16 school year. 

We came up with this, though nothing is “cast in stone:” 

 
 Three children from each elementary school would be chosen. 

 One school would be highlighted each month (October, November, February, 
March and April.) The students chosen would be featured in the Tomahawk. 

 In May, all Good Neighbors would be invited to a reception and would receive 
certificates and (hopefully) small gifts donated by local businesses. 

 
What we need all of us to discuss further are the details: 

 
 How to introduce this to the principals 

 Recommendations/suggestions for who does the selecting 
 At three children per school, would that be one from each: primary, intermediate, 

upper elementary? Or….?? 



 How to involve local merchants/businesses. We will need their help filling goodie 

bags to give at the reception. 
 Where would we hold the reception? Could we count on all members to bake, 

make punch, decorate? 
 

Let’s see how many of these questions we can answer at our next two meetings. Put 
your thinking caps on….I KNOW there are several of you who will be willing to embrace 

this and make it a wonderful tradition for our students!! 
 
 

 
 
 

Recognitions…  
 

Andy Wright will be nominated for Order of 
the Rose this year. 

 
Congratulations, Andy!!! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Upcoming Dates and 

Announcements… 

The next regular chapter meeting will be 
held at 4:15 on Tuesday, February 24 at 

the First Christian Church.  

February 24: Guest Speaker ~  Ed Cook 

Our hostesses will be Carol Stout, Taffy 

Dugger, Barb Gratsch, Leni Smith, Brittany 
Dula. 

March: Middle School Singers or Vocal 
Intensity 

April: Founder’s Day/Dinner out 

July 5-9, 2016 Delta Kappa Gamma 
International at Opryland Hotel in Nashville 

 



 

  Chapter Awareness… 

Gamma Mu plans to start a campaign 

to increase chapter awareness. 
Members will start sending letters of 

congratulations to all Teachers of the 

Year in Johnson County, start the 
"Good Neighbor Award" for students, 

and participate in community activities 
to help us meet this goal. Sheila will 

contact principals to get the names of 
the Teachers’ of the Year. Andy will 

create an idea for the Scarecrows on 
Main event. She felt that we need to 

start this project in August to be ready 
for the event. We will also put a current 

chapter photo and an article about 
Gamma Mu in the Johnson County 

history book. Andy will review the 
information in the yearbook and write 

an article for the upcoming Johnson 

County history book. 

Websites… 

Check out these beautiful felt roses on 
Pinterest. 

https://www.pinterest.com/search/pins

/?rs=ac&len=2&q=felt+roses&term_me
ta%5B%5D=felt%7Cautocomplete%7C

0&term_meta%5B%5D=roses%7Cauto

complete%7C0 

 

 

 

Just for Fun … 

This cold, snowy week has made me 
reminisce about my childhood. My brothers 
and I would pile on layers of clothes and dash 

out with each new snow. We sledded down 
this great hill in my neighbor’s yard, built 

snow forts and snowmen, and usually had a 

snowball fight. When it became too cold to 
stay out any longer, we would head inside for 

a cup of hot chocolate. You can imagine how 

wonderful it tasted. 

 

Another snowy day treat was snow cream.  

Here’s how my mom made it. 

1 gallon of fresh clean snow 
½ cup of sugar 

1 cup milk 
1 tsp of vanilla 

Mix the sugar, milk, and vanilla together. Pour 

over the snow and mix. You’ll have a delicious 
treat in less than five minutes. 

Try these variation: 

 Paula Deen’s Recommendation ~ Use 
sweeten condensed milk in place of the 

milk and sugar. 
 Use flavored milk such as chocolate or 

strawberry. 

https://www.pinterest.com/search/pins/?rs=ac&len=2&q=felt+roses&term_meta%5B%5D=felt%7Cautocomplete%7C0&term_meta%5B%5D=roses%7Cautocomplete%7C0
https://www.pinterest.com/search/pins/?rs=ac&len=2&q=felt+roses&term_meta%5B%5D=felt%7Cautocomplete%7C0&term_meta%5B%5D=roses%7Cautocomplete%7C0
https://www.pinterest.com/search/pins/?rs=ac&len=2&q=felt+roses&term_meta%5B%5D=felt%7Cautocomplete%7C0&term_meta%5B%5D=roses%7Cautocomplete%7C0
https://www.pinterest.com/search/pins/?rs=ac&len=2&q=felt+roses&term_meta%5B%5D=felt%7Cautocomplete%7C0&term_meta%5B%5D=roses%7Cautocomplete%7C0
https://www.pinterest.com/search/pins/?rs=ac&len=2&q=felt+roses&term_meta%5B%5D=felt%7Cautocomplete%7C0&term_meta%5B%5D=roses%7Cautocomplete%7C0


Educational Issue 
 

A word or two…. 

 
I’ve seen several newscasts lately about new directives put 

out by some city school boards regarding school discipline. 
The common thread is that consequences such as 

administrative reprimands, suspension and expulsion will 
no longer be made. 

 
It reminds me of an applicant for a teaching position in the 

middle school grades at my last school. We were in my 

office discussing her “demo teach” when she asked what 
we had threatened the students with to ensure their 

attention and participation. My response was, “Nothing. 
Why do you ask?” I knew that she was presently working 

in an inner city school, and desperately wanted out, but I 
was incredibly naïve about her realities. 

 
She taught middle school Language Arts to students who read well below grade level 

and who routinely greeted all their teachers with profanity that would make a sailor 
blush, created outrageous disruptions in class, and though she had not been physically 

harmed, many of her colleagues had been, and she had been threatened. She hadn’t 
been able to complete a lesson all year. And she was scared. 

 
There was little the administration could or would do to ensure that teachers could 

teach, students could learn, and everyone would be safe while that happened. 

Reprimands were either idle threats or soft-soap suggestions that the offending student 
try harder to behave. Suspensions and expulsions were no longer viable options because 

nothing was really accomplished in terms of changing the students’ behavior. 
 

I don’t like suspensions, either. The student has the day off, parents can’t be depended 
on to back the decision, and kids are either in front of the TV or on the streets. 

Expulsions mean that most likely the student loses any chance of completing high school 
and being a contributing citizen. The lesson learned is usually not the lesson intended. 

 
But lack of consequences, lack of a punishment, is not the answer either. Heaven knows, 

I don’t have the answer, and I don’t know who does. But I have an inkling of where this 
change in the way we handle discipline issues in our schools will lead. People simply will 

not go into teaching, or if they do, they will refuse assignments in certain schools. 
Private and parochial schools will continue to prosper because parents will believe their 

children are not only going to get a better education, but will be safer. The gap between 

the haves and the have-nots will widen, and we will have in the span of a few 
generations an educational chasm that it may not be possible to bridge. 

 
And I hope with all my heart that I am wrong. 

Sheila Cruse 



 
 

Inspirational Quote… 
 

 

 A good teacher, like a good entertainer first must hold his 

audience's attention, then he can teach his lesson. 

 

John Henrik Clarke  

 
 

  


