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From the President’s Pen…  

 

Dear Gamma Mu Sisters,  
  

 
We had such a wonderful meeting on Tuesday. We covered many topics, had delicious 

food, and had a good work session making Scandinavian Stars which we hope to sell at 
XI State Mini Mall.  

Our newly elected officers are: 
 Sheila Cruse, president;  

Brenda Potter, 1st vice president 
Barb Gratsch, 2nd vice president 

Leni Smith, recording secretary 

Patty Smith, corresponding secretary 
Thank you ladies for stepping up to make our chapter as special as it is. 

 
Our next meeting is March 22nd at 10:00 A.M. at First Christian Church - that is a 

Saturday - and our XI State President Beverly Smith will be our special guest. She is 
coming from Soddy Daisy so I hope everyone will be present. After we have installation 

of new officers and Beverly finishes speaking with us at the church, we will travel over to 
Tributary Restaurant for lunch. THEN, all who can will go back to the church and have a 

work session on the star project. 
 

Please be inviting someone to become a Gamma Mu member. We accomplish so many 
good things with our present membership; however, we can do more with more key 

women educators at the helm. 
 

Have a wonderful week. 

 
Beverly 
 

 
 

        
 



Recognitions…  

.  

Congratulations to Teresa 
Mullen for being nominated 

for Order of the Rose!! 

 

Upcoming Dates and 

Announcements… 

Saturday, March 22, 2014  at 10:00 AM 

Our March meeting will be a special treat with Beverly 

Smith, Xi State President, coming as our guest. The 

meeting will be held at First Christian Church. 

Afterward, we will go to the Tributary Restaurant for 
lunch. 

June 5-7, 2014  

Xi State Convention at Sewanee 

July 28- Aug 1, 2014  
International at J. W. Marriott in Indianapolis, 
Indiana  

July 14-18, 2015 

Southeast Regional at Westin Hotel in Savannah, 
Georgia 

July 5-9, 2016 

International at Gaylord Opryland Hotel in 
Nashville, TN  

Just for Fun …  
Here is Brittany’s delicious banana pudding 

recipe. I can’t wait to give it a try. 

Banana Pudding 

1 sm box of vanilla pudding 

1 1/2c water 

1 small cool whip  

1 can of sweetened condensed milk 

1 box of vanilla wafers 

5 bananas  

 

Mix together pudding mix, water, sweetened 

condensed milk. Fold in cool whip. In a trifle 

dish, layer wafers, sliced bananas, and pudding 

mixture.  

 

:) Brittany 

Educational Websites… 

 

 

http://www.tagxedo.com

/app.html 

 

Most of you are probably 

familiar with Wordle, but 

have you tried Tagxedo? 

 

At this site, you can 

upload your personal 

photos [Here’s mine.] 

and add words which 

take the form of your 

picture. It is really fun. I 

can imagine making a 

bulletin board with each 

of your student’s photos. 

Wouldn’t this be great at 

an open house with 

parents trying to find 

their children? 
 

http://www.tagxedo.com/app.html
http://www.tagxedo.com/app.html


November Meeting  

 

The meeting began with a wonderful 
assortment of refreshments provided by 

Andy Wright, Barbara Henson, Evelyn 
Anisworth, Tara Zokowski, and Patty Smith. 

  

 

Gamma Mu members provided snacks for Nancy Davis's Vocal 

Intensity Singers. Nancy’s singers headed to Chicago to 
perform. 

 

For the program Mary Gale taught members how to make Scandinavian Stars. The stars 
will be delivered to the residents of the local nursing home. 

 
  

 

 



February Meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taffy's name was drawn 
for the door prize. 

 

 

 

For the program Mary 

Gale returned to help 
members make 

Scandinavian Stars. The 
stars will be sold at the 

Xi State Convention. 

 

A special thanks to our hostesses: Carol, Barbara G., Leni, 

Taffy, and Brittany. The meeting began with delicious soup, 

bread, and mouth-watering deserts.  



Some thoughts on the TCAP, other standardized tests, and 
curriculum (common core or not) 

 
This is what educators know to be true about the above aspects of our work: 

 
There are three ways of looking at curriculum…..there is the written curriculum in a big 

binder on a shelf somewhere; the actual delivered set of objectives that tend to be 
textbook driven; and the tested curriculum. In a perfect world, these are aligned with 

each other. We should not be teaching South America but testing Saudi Arabia.  
 

We know that teaching and learning must have an accountability factor. Every lesson 
must include some way of determining that what was taught was actually learned, and 

to what extent it was learned. Excellence in education requires us to align the 
curriculum, measure each student’s progress, and create an action plan. And one way to 

do that is to give every student at certain grade levels the same test to measure and 

evaluate how well (or not) we’re doing. 
 

Back to curriculum. Here’s what I’ve always wondered: who decides what students need 
to learn and when they need to learn it? I’ve been on curriculum revision committees so 

many times that I said in frustration, at one point, “OK, here’s my idea for the reading 
curriculum: Every child will read at grade level or above.” (That was the last time I was 

“invited” to be on a revision committee, by the way. Thank God.) Who decides if children 
should be taught with the classics or more pedestrian literature selections? Who decides 

if fine arts are included? Who decides when we should teach multiplication and division? 
Who decides what “readiness” means? Teachers? Politicians? Parents? 

 
Now back to assessment. These tests are important in today’s educational domain, like 

it or not. That they are imposed is the reality, and we’re not going to change it any time 
soon, so we might as well use our energy to make the results meaningful. Teachers 

know their students better than they are often given credit for. 

 
I had a student in the 4th grade who could write only his first name, who was not 

able to read the 220 basic sight words, who could count to 100 on a good day. 
During the testing, he made a design on the answer sheet. When the results came 

back, his printout showed that he could read at a 5th grade level and that his math 
computation skills were right at grade level. But I knew better, and that was when 

I decided that I would never put too much faith in the results of “achievement” 
tests. 

 
But we must use the results for something, mustn’t we? What do you do when your 

class summary is given to you? What happens in your building when the school wide 
results are in? Here’s what we did at my last school: 

 
 I created a page with nine boxes (one for each stanine) for each category tested.        

         Teachers were directed to look at the class summary and write each child’s  

 
 

 
 



name in the box that corresponded to his stanine. When that was completed for each 

child for each subject, I asked for an action plan to remediate those in the first through 
third stanines as well as a plan to enrich those in the 8th and 9th stanines.  

 
That exercise resulted in our taking a good look at every child’s results, weighing them 

against classroom performance, and having a better understanding of what needed to 
happen to ensure every child’s educational needs were met to the best of our ability. 

 
The dates for the TCAP are around the corner. Take a deep breath, but don’t hold it!  

Education is not “one size fits all,” and neither is assessment and evaluation. Stay the 
course! 

 
Written by Sheila Cruse  

                
  

 

Inspirational Quote… 
 

 

 

It is the supreme art of 

the teacher to awaken 

joy in creative expression 
and knowledge. 
 

 

Albert Einstein 
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