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From the President’s Pen…  
 
Dear Gamma Mu Sisters,  

 
It has been a long time since our last regular meeting, and I realize how much you and 

our chapter means to me. I have missed you!  
 

I look forward to our next meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 26th. We have much to discuss and 
several decisions to make so it is needful for everyone to attend. It will soon be Spring 

and then Summer; time for Summer reading at the library, XI State Convention at 
Sewanee, the Summer Tea, etc. Come to the meeting ready to volunteer and excited 

about things to come.  
 

See you soon, 
Beverly 

 

 
 

Beverly McKinney 
Gamma Mu President 2012-2014 

448 N. Church Street  
Mountain City, TN 37683  

423-727-3049 
 
 

tel:423-727-3049


Recognitions…  
Congratulations to Brenda Potter. Not only was 

she chosen Teacher of the Year for Mountain 

City Elementary School, but she will represent 

Johnson County Schools as well. Way to go, 

Brenda!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Websites… 
If you haven’t discovered Pinterest you’re in for 

a real treat. Here are some pages that might 

interest you: 

 

http://pinterest.com/parksidecabins/best-

things-to-do-in-the-smoky-mountains/ 

 

http://pinterest.com/Kayegooch/barns-

becoming-a-thing-of-the-past/ 

 

http://pinterest.com/presnoel23/ain-t-no-

place-that-i-d-rather-be/ 

 

http://pinterest.com/caseywsmom/cities-are-

judged-by-their-richest-inhabitants-and/ 

 

http://pinterest.com/atheana84/favorite-

places-spaces/ 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Story Hour… 

  
 

Gamma Mu members once again held a successful 

Story Hour at the Johnson County Library on 

December 15 at 11:00. Children listened to Christmas 

stories and created gingerbread houses. Attendees 

were given books to take home. The turnout was 

great. Everyone had a fantastic time. 
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Upcoming Dates and 

Announcements… 
 

Schools for Africa 

We are collecting money for Schools for Africa 

during Lent season. Some members observe this 

time of self-sacrifice and helping others, it may be a 

time for us all to reflect on how we can do without 

some materialistic "things" and put back that 

money to donate to our cause. The money should 

be turned in at the March 26th meeting. 

 

Gamma Mu Meeting  

Our next meeting is Tuesday, February 26th. 

 

Middle School Singers 

We will be making the treat bags for Nancy's 

singers to enjoy on their trip to Florida where they 

will perform.  

 

March 1-3 

Advanced Leadership training will be held in 

Joelton, Tennessee. 

 

March 1  

Leni has given the high school essay information to 

high school English teachers. The essays are due to 

the state by March 1st. 

 

April Meeting 

Instead of eating a meal out after the April meeting, 

members who were to serve as hostesses for the 

November meeting will serve refreshments. 

 

New Members 

Be thinking of names of potential members to 

submit in March and vote on in April.  

 

New Teacher Scholarships 

The Gamma Mu Scholarship committee will get the 

names of second & third year teachers and send 

them information by the end of March regarding the 

$100 scholarship in which they can apply. The 

completed applications will be due in early May and 

the recipient will be announced at the Summer Tea.  

 

High School  

June 6-8, 2013 

Xi State Convention 

 

 

Just for Fun… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you want a reason to come to our next meeting? 

This recipe will be one of the refreshments? 

Blueberry Salad 

2 packages black cherry jello 

1 can blueberry pie filling 

1 small can crushed pineapple & juice 

2 cups boiling water 

1 cup cold water 

Dissolve jello in 2 cups boiling water. Add 1 cup 

cold water, pie filling, and pineapple. Chill until firm. 

Topping 

2 small packages cream cheese 

½ cup sour cream 

½ cup sugar 

½ cup chopped pecans 

Cream cheese and sugar. Add sour cream and 

cream again. Spread mixture over firm jello. 

Sprinkle nuts over topping. 

 



 

Legislative Issue . . . 

 

Written by 

Shelia Cruse 

 

I once said to a parent who was appalled to see a 

local homeless man eating a sandwich at the edge 

of the school property, “Amy, please. He’s 

homeless, not homicidal.” Such a comment would 

never again appease a parent or leave a principal’s 

mouth after the awful news of the Columbine 

tragedy, when school systems all over the country 

set about to create or revise safety plans. Indeed, 

“SAFETY PLANS” was the buzzword for several 

years thereafter. 

 

Administrators met with local law enforcement 

leaders, attended seminars, wrote and practiced 

and then rewrote plans on how to keep children and 

adults safe in the event of every possible scenario 

from an armed intruder to a nuclear power plant 

accident. Suddenly, the monthly fire drill was not 

much more than a blip on the screen of all that 

seemed horribly possible. 

“My job is to make sure that teachers teach and 

children learn, and that everybody is safe while that 

happens….safe on the inside and safe on the 

outside.” I said that at the beginning of teacher 

workweek in August, and again at every parent 

orientation. “Safe on the inside” used to mean 

emotionally safe; hurtful words and behaviors were 

not tolerated. “Safe on the outside” used to mean 

the playground equipment was well maintained and 

walkways were clear of debris. 

 

But that innocence and naiveté was lost after 

Columbine, and now, after the unthinkable tragedy 

in Newtown, safety plans are once again on the 

minds of administrators, teachers and parents.  

Now the ante has been raised, and we find 

ourselves having a dialog about the efficacy of 

placing armed guards at every school; some have 

suggested arming teachers as well. 

 

We want our schools and classrooms to be warm, 

inviting places for our children, we want them to 

feel that school is a home away from home. How 

will we be able to create that safe, welcoming 

environment with more gates and bars, more keys 

and walkie-talkies, with a uniformed guard with a 

gun at the door? 

 

I fear that we can’t. I fear that virtual learning and 

home schooling will enjoy a boom time; I fear that 

we will become so obsessed with the unthinkable 

that we won’t be able to think beyond it. I fear for 

our children if schools begin to resemble prisons, 

and yet I fear for the children if the schools do not 

become fortresses. 

 

May common sense and the common good prevail 

when these difficult decisions are made. 

Inspirational Quote… 
 

 

Most of us end up with no more than five or six people 

who remember us. Teachers have thousands of people 

who remember them for the rest of their lives. 

Andy Rooney 
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