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Are you looking for a fun way to teach grammar? Check out 

this idea that uses song lyrics. Double negatives, commonly 

found in song lyrics and informal speech, often lead to 

confusion and poor grammar. However, by incorporating 

students’ love for music into the learning process, you can 

effectively teach the rules surrounding double negatives. 

 

In this handout, I will show how song lyrics are a powerful tool 

for teaching double negative rules, providing examples, a 

helpful handout, and engaging practice activities to reinforce 

this important grammatical concept. 

 

Teaching Double Negative Rules: 
 

Double negatives consist of two negative words or phrases 

used in the same sentence. While this construction may be 

prevalent in music and casual conversation, it results in a 

positive meaning that can be misleading. To ensure clarity and 

effective communication, students should learn the following 

rules: 

• Use only one negative word or phrase in a sentence. 

• Use positive words to convey a positive meaning. For 

instance, say “I don’t disagree” instead of “I agree.” 

• Substitute negative words like “never,” “no one,” or “nothing” 

with “not.” For example, say “I ain’t got nothing” instead of “I 

don’t have anything.” 

 

Double Negatives Charts:  
 

To help students visualize and internalize these rules, use the 

double negative chart in the “Student Packet.” The chart 

includes a comprehensive list of negative words, negative 

adverbs, and negative verbs, such as “no,” “never,” “doesn’t,” 

and “can’t.” This chart will serve as a valuable reference 

throughout the learning process. 
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Analyzing Song Lyrics:  

In the “Student Packet,” you will find a selection of popular song lyrics to demonstrate the popularity of double negatives in 

music. Encourage students to identify the instances of double negatives in each song and explain how they transform the 

meaning of the lyrics.  

The Significance of Double Negatives in Song Lyrics:  
 

While double negatives are often intentionally used in song lyrics, it is crucial to understand their purpose. Double negatives often 

serve artistic or poetic purposes, enhancing the song’s message, rhythm, or tone. Let’s delve into a few examples: 

• “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” by Marvin Gaye: The use of double negatives in this song creates emphasis and intensity, 

reinforcing the idea that nothing can obstruct love and perseverance. 

• “Oh! Darling” by The Beatles: Double negatives intensify the emotions and urgency in this song, emphasizing the singer’s 

desperation and longing. 

• “Ghostbusters” by Ray Parker Jr.: The playful and humorous nature of the song is enhanced by the intentional use of double 

negatives, reflecting the lighthearted tone of the popular 1984 movie it accompanies. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
Why do you think songwriters sometimes use intentional double negatives in their lyrics? 

Songwriters use intentional double negatives to create a particular mood or tone. It can add emphasis, intensity, or playfulness to 

the lyrics, making them more memorable and engaging for the listeners. 

 

How does the use of double negatives contribute to the overall message of a song? 

Double negatives can enhance the message of a song by emphasizing certain emotions or ideas. They can create a sense of 

defiance, determination, or authenticity, depending on the context and genre of the song. This helps the songwriters convey 

their intended meaning more effectively. 

 

Do you think intentional double negatives in song lyrics are acceptable even though they are considered grammatically 

incorrect? 

Sample answer: Yes, intentional double negatives in song lyrics can be considered acceptable because they are often used for 

artistic purposes. Song lyrics sometimes follow strict grammatical rules. Other times they prioritize creativity and expression.  

 

Note: Students need to understand the difference between the intentional use in songs and proper grammar in formal writing 

and communication. 
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Can you think of any other examples of songs that use intentional double negatives? How do these double negatives contribute 

to the songs’ overall impact?  

One example is “I Can’t Get No Satisfaction” by The Rolling Stones. The double negative in the title emphasizes the singer’s 

dissatisfaction, making the song more relatable and powerful. Similarly, “Don’t Stop Believin’” by Journey uses the phrase “don’t 

stop” as a negative, along with the implied negative “no” in “hold on to that feelin’,” to create a sense of determination and 

hope. 

 

Can you think of any instances where using double negatives in songs could lead to misunderstandings or miscommunications? 

Sample answer: Yes, for example, if someone says, “I don’t need nobody,” it could be interpreted as “I do need somebody.” This 

vagueness arises due to the double negative construction, which flips the intended meaning. Students must recognize these 

instances and avoid using double negatives when clear communication is crucial. 
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Student Packet 
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no not no one 

none nobody nothing 

neither nowhere never 

hardly scarcely barely 

doesn’t isn’t wasn’t 

wouldn’t couldn’t shouldn’t 

won’t can’t don’t 

Rules 
• Double negatives are two negative words used in the same sentence. 

• When you use two negatives, the thought or sentence turns into a positive one.  

• Using double negatives is poor grammar and confusing. 

Negative Words 

Negative Adverbs 

Negative Verbs 



Ain't No Mountain High Enough 

by Marvin Gaye 

Cause baby, 

There ain’t no mountain high enough. 

Ain’t no valley low enough. 

Ain’t no river wide enough. 

To keep me from getting to you. 

Oh! Darling 

by The Beatles 

Oh! Darling, please believe me. 

I'll never do you no harm. 

Believe me when I tell you. 

I'll never do you no harm. 

Ghostbusters 

by Ray Parker Jr. 

If there's something strange in your neighborhood, 

Who you gonna call? (ghostbusters). 

If there's something weird 

And it don't look good, 

Who you gonna call? (ghostbusters). 

I ain't afraid of no ghost. 

I ain't afraid of no ghost. 

 

Hound Dog 

by Elvis Presley 

You ain’t nothin’ but a hound dog 

cryin’ all the time. 

You ain’t nothin’ but a hound dog 

cryin’ all the time. 

Well, you ain’t never caught a rabbit 

and you ain’t no friend of mine. 

Another Brick in the Wall 

by Pink Floyd 

We don’t need no education. 

We don’t need no thought control. 

No dark sarcasm in the classroom. 

Teachers leave them kids alone. 

Don’t Stop the Music 

by Rihanna 

I gotta get my body moving. 

Shake the stress away. 

I wasn’t looking for nobody when you looked my way. 

Possible candidate, yeah. 

Ain’t No Rest for the Wicked 

by Cage the Elephant 

There ain’t no rest for the wicked. 

Money don’t grow on trees. 

I got bills to pay, I got mouths to feed. 

And there ain’t nothin’ in this world for free. 

Somebody to Love 

by Queen 

I have spent all my years in believing you 

But I just can't get no relief, Lord! 

Somebody (somebody) ooh somebody (somebody) 

Can anybody find me somebody to love? 

Find the double negatives in these sound lyrics. At the bottom of each box, rewrite the double negative line to make it 

grammatically correct. 
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I'll Be There 

by JJ Cale 

There ain't no chains strong enough to hold me 

Ain't no breeze big enough to slow me 

Never have seen a river that's too wide 

There ain't no jail tight enough to lock me 

 

Ain't no man big enough to stop me 

I'll be there if you ever want me by your side 

There ain't no rope stout enough to bind me 

Look for me, honey, you will find me 

 

Any old time, get ready with your charm 

I'll be there ready and a-waiting 

There won't be any hesitating 

I'll be there if you ever want me in your arms 

Love me, if you're ever going to love me 

Never have seen a road too rough to ride 

There ain't no chain strong enough to hold me 

Ain't no breeze big enough to slow me 

 

I'll be there if you ever want me by your side 

 

 

Do Anything You Wanna Do 

by Eddie & the Hot Rods 

Don't need no politicians to tell me things I shouldn't be 

Neither no opticians to tell me what I oughta see 

No one tells you nothing even when you know they know 

But they tell you what you should do 

They don't like to see you grow 

Ain’t No Other Man 

by Christina Aguilera 

Ain’t no other man, can stand up next to you 

Ain’t no other man on the planet does what you do…[and 

then at the end of the chorus:] 

Ain’t no other man its true – all right – 

Ain’t no other man but you 

 

 

Shape of My Heart 

by Backstreet Boys 

I’m here with my confession 

Got nothing to hide no more 

I don’t know where to start 

But to show you the shape of my heart 
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Ain't No Stopping Us Now 

by McFadden & Whitehead 

Ain't No Stoppin Us Now! 

We're on the move! 

Ain't No Stoppin Us Now! 

We've got the groove! 

Don't Come Around Here no More  

by Tom Petty 

Don't come around here no more 

Don't come around here no more 

Whatever you're looking for 

Hey! Don't come around here no more 

I've given up, stop 

I've given up, stop 

Ah, ah, ah, ooh-ooh 

I've given up, stop, on waiting any longer 

I've given up, on this love getting stronger 

 

This Ain't No Love 

by Tracie Adkins 

Well my heart didn't skip a beat 

When I saw you standing there 

Looking like some kind of angel 

Like you were walking on air 

And the earth didn't move 

When you first said my name 

I didn't feel a thing, no not me, 

My heart didn't skip a beat 

 

Ain't No Grave 

by Johnny Cash 

There ain't no grave can hold my body down 

There ain't no grave can hold my body down 

When I hear that trumpet sound I'm gonna rise right out of 

the ground 

Ain't no grave can hold my body down 
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Ain't Got No - I Got Life  

by Nina Simone 

I ain't got no home, ain't got no shoes 

Ain't got no money, ain't got no class 

Ain't got no skirts, ain't got no sweater 

Ain't got no perfume, ain't got no bed 

Ain't got no man 

 

I Ain't Got No Home 

by Woody Guthrie 

I ain't got nobody, ain't nobody got me 

I'm just like a little apple, hanging on a tree 

Don't nobody want me, I can plainly see 

I ain't got nobody, and ain't nobody got me 

Can’t Take that Away 

by Peter Frampton 

And nobody, can't take that away from me 

What I've lost in a lifetime 

Mistakes it's made me see 

What's still in my soul 

They can't take that away from me 

Ain't Got No Troubles 

by Eden Brent 

I ain't got no money 

I ain't got a dime 

No nickels I can rub 

No pennies I can find 

But I don't want for nothin' 

My taste ain't too refined 

No I ain't got no troubles on my mind 
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Practice Exercise: Identifying and Correcting Double Negatives 

Instructions: Read each sentence below and identify the double negatives. Rewrite the sentence using correct  

grammar, eliminating the double negatives. 

 

Song: "Another Brick in the Wall" by Pink Floyd -- I don't need no education. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Song: "I Can't Get No Satisfaction" by The Rolling Stones -- I ain't got no satisfaction. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Song: "No Scrubs" by TLC -- We don't need no scrubs.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Song: "Never Gonna Give You Up" by Rick Astley -- I ain't never gonna give you up. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Song: "Don't Stop Believin'" by Journey -- We can't stop believin'. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Song: "Insomnia" by Faithless I can't get no sleep. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Song: "Nobody to Love" by Sigma -- I ain't got nobody to love. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Song: "Love Story" by Taylor Swift -- You don't know nothin' about me. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Song: "We Can't Stop" by Miley Cyrus -- We can't find no solution. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Song: "Something Just Like This" by The Chainsmokers & Coldplay -- I ain't seen nobody like you 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Practice Exercise: Identifying and Correcting Double Negatives 

Instructions: Read each sentence below and identify the double negatives. Rewrite the sentence using correct grammar, 

eliminating the double negatives.  

 

Song: "Another Brick in the Wall" by Pink Floyd -- I don't need no education. 

I don't need any education. 

 

Song: "I Can't Get No Satisfaction" by The Rolling Stones -- I ain't got no satisfaction. 

I don't have any satisfaction.  

 

Song: "No Scrubs" by TLC -- We don't need no scrubs.  

We don't need any scrubs. 

 

Song: "Never Gonna Give You Up" by Rick Astley -- I ain't never gonna give you up. 

I am never going to give you up. 

 

Song: "Don't Stop Believin'" by Journey -- We can't stop believin'. 

We can't stop believing. 

 

Song: "Insomnia" by Faithless -- I can't get no sleep. 

I can't get any sleep. 

 

Song: "Nobody to Love" by Sigma -- I ain't got nobody to love. 

I don't have anybody to love. 

 

Song: "Love Story" by Taylor Swift -- You don't know nothin' about me. 

You don't know anything about me. 

 

Song: "We Can't Stop" by Miley Cyrus -- We can't find no solution. 

We can't find any solution. 

 

Song: "Something Just Like This" by The Chainsmokers & Coldplay -- I ain't seen nobody like you 

I haven't seen anybody like you. 
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Do you want to see free lessons similar to this one regularly? 

If so, sign up for my newsletter here. You will receive a digital 
Scrabble game when you sign up. 

https://view.flodesk.com/pages/605fa2245a1c0adef9a0e028
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