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Thank you for downloading this free mini lesson.  

 

Activity 1 – Graphic Organizer 

Go over the definitions of each reference book while students fill in key words on the organizer. 

Answer Key 

a reference book containing an 

alphabetical list of words with 
information about them 

a reference book containing 
words and their synonyms 

a reference book containing 

instructions, esp. for 
operating a machine or 

learning a subject 

a reference book containing 
maps 

a reference book containing a 

calendar (has facts about the 
rising and setting of the sun 
and moon, changes in the 

tides, and information of 
general interest for a 

particular year) 

a group of reference books 
that contains information on 

all subjects or one that covers 
a certain subject thoroughly 

usually with articles arranged 
alphabetically 
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Dictionary Thesaurus Manual 

a reference book containing an 

__________________ list of 

________________ with 

information about them 

a reference book containing words 

and their _________________ 

a reference book containing 

_______________________, esp. 

for operating a machine or learning 

a subject 

Reference Sources 

a reference book containing 

_______________________ 

a reference book containing a 

_________________(has facts about the 

rising and setting of the sun and moon, 

changes in the tides, and information of 

general interest for a particular ______) 

a group of reference books that 

contains information on all subjects or 

one that covers a certain subject 

thoroughly usually with ____________ 

arranged alphabetically 

Atlas Almanac Encyclopedia 
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Dictionary 

 

Thesaurus 

 

Atlas 

 

Manual 

 

Almanac 

 

Encyclopedia 
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Word Wall 

Dictionary 

technical 

reconnaissance 

qualm 

methodical 

Thesaurus 
 

Manual 
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Atlas  

technical 

reconnaissance 

qualm 

methodical 

Almanac 
 

Encyclopedia 
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Online References 
Dictionaries Thesaurus Encyclopedias Atlases Almanacs 

Dictionary.com | 

Meanings & Definitions of 

English Words 

Synonyms and Antonyms 

of Words | Thesaurus.com 

Encyclopedia Britannica | 

Britannica 

World Atlas: Maps, 

Geography, Flags & Facts of 

Every Country in the World 

(factmonster.com) 

Information Please Almanacs 

(factmonster.com) 

Merriam-Webster: 

America's Most Trusted 

Dictionary 

 

Thinkmap Visual Thesaurus 

- An online thesaurus and 

dictionary of over 145,000 

words that you explore 

using an interactive map. 

Encyclopedia.com | Free 

Online Encyclopedia 

Online Atlas - maps of all the 

countries of every continent 

and region 

(yourchildlearns.com) 

The World Almanac® For Kids - 

Infobase 

OneLook Dictionary Search Thinkmap Visual Thesaurus 

- An online thesaurus and 

dictionary of over 145,000 

words that you explore 

using an interactive map. 

Britannica Kids World Atlas / World Map / 

Atlas of the World Including 

Geography Facts and Flags - 

Worldatlas.com - 

WorldAtlas.com 

The Old Farmer's Almanac for 

Kids | Almanac.com 

YourDictionary: Definitions 

and Meanings From Over a 

Dozen Trusted Dictionary 

Sources 

Collins Thesaurus | 

Synonyms, Antonyms and 

Definitions 

(collinsdictionary.com) 

Kids encyclopedia facts 

(kiddle.co) 

Atlas Kids | Britannica Kids Home | Guinness World Records 

Find Definitions Written for 

Kids | Merriam-Webster 

Student Dictionary 

Thesaurus - Synonyms, 

Antonyms, and Related 

Words 

(freethesaurus.com) 

Wikipedia Discover Map | Kids Discover 
Online 

Today in History and Birthdays - 
BrainyHistory 

https://www.dictionary.com/
https://www.dictionary.com/
https://www.dictionary.com/
https://www.thesaurus.com/
https://www.thesaurus.com/
https://www.britannica.com/
https://www.britannica.com/
https://www.factmonster.com/atlas
https://www.factmonster.com/atlas
https://www.factmonster.com/atlas
https://www.factmonster.com/atlas
https://www.factmonster.com/information-please-almanacs
https://www.factmonster.com/information-please-almanacs
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.visualthesaurus.com/
https://www.visualthesaurus.com/
https://www.visualthesaurus.com/
https://www.visualthesaurus.com/
https://www.visualthesaurus.com/
https://www.encyclopedia.com/
https://www.encyclopedia.com/
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/online-atlas.htm
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/online-atlas.htm
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/online-atlas.htm
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/online-atlas.htm
https://www.infobase.com/products/world-almanac-for-kids/
https://www.infobase.com/products/world-almanac-for-kids/
https://www.onelook.com/
https://www.visualthesaurus.com/
https://www.visualthesaurus.com/
https://www.visualthesaurus.com/
https://www.visualthesaurus.com/
https://www.visualthesaurus.com/
https://kids.britannica.com/
https://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/world.htm
https://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/world.htm
https://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/world.htm
https://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/world.htm
https://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/world.htm
https://www.almanac.com/kids
https://www.almanac.com/kids
https://www.yourdictionary.com/
https://www.yourdictionary.com/
https://www.yourdictionary.com/
https://www.yourdictionary.com/
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english-thesaurus/
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english-thesaurus/
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english-thesaurus/
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english-thesaurus/
https://kids.kiddle.co/
https://kids.kiddle.co/
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/browse/atlas
https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/kids
https://www.merriam-webster.com/kids
https://www.merriam-webster.com/kids
https://www.freethesaurus.com/
https://www.freethesaurus.com/
https://www.freethesaurus.com/
https://www.freethesaurus.com/
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://online.kidsdiscover.com/discover/
https://online.kidsdiscover.com/discover/
https://www.brainyhistory.com/
https://www.brainyhistory.com/
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Activity 2 – Response Cards 
Make a set of response cards for each student. I often make copies of response cards using light 
colored construction paper. Construction paper is heavy weight making the cards easy for 

students to manipulative.  

 

Questions to Use with Response Cards 

Which source would you use to find the meaning of the word distraught? (dictionary) 

Which source would you use to find information on Benjamin Franklin? (encyclopedia)  

Which source would you use to find when the next full tide is going to be? (almanac)  

Which source would you use to find a more interesting word for good when writing an 

essay? (thesaurus) 

Which source would you use to find if empathetic should be used as an adjective or 

adverb? (dictionary) 

Which source would you use to find where a country is located? (atlas) 

Which source would you use to find statistics on the latest World Series games? (almanac) 

Which source would you use to find farmers’ planting dates? (almanac) 

Which source would you use to find how to operate your new iPhone? (manual) 

Which source would you use to know how to install a new program on your computer? 

(manual) 

Which source would you use to find how to pronounce the word despicable? (dictionary) 

Which source would you use to find the best way to travel on your next vacation? (atlas) 

Which source would you use to find who became the queen of Great Britain in 1952? 

(encyclopedia – possibly almanac if you had one for 1952) 

Which source would you use to find which country in Africa is the largest? (atlas) 

Which source would you use to find the top story for the year of 2012? (almanac) 

Which source would you use to find words that mean the same as conventional? 

(thesaurus) 

Which source would you use to find the times of the rising and setting of the sun and 

moon? (almanac) 

Which source would you use to keep from using the same word over and over again 

when writing a story? (thesaurus) 

Which source would you use to find predictions? (almanac) 

Which source would you use to information on the Middle Ages? (encyclopedia) 

Which source would you use to find stated festivals of churches? (almanac) 
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Activity 3 – Task Cards 
Students answer the questions on the task cards by writing which source: dictionary, 

thesaurus, manual, atlas, almanac, or encyclopedia would be used to locate the 

information needed. 

Reference Materials Answer Key 

1. atlas 2. thesaurus 

3. almanac 4. thesaurus 

5. dictionary 6. atlas 

7. encyclopedia 8. almanac 

9.  encyclopedia 10. almanac 

11. atlas 12. encyclopedia 

13. thesaurus 14. almanac 

15. manual 16. encyclopedia 

17. dictionary (idiom) 18. manual 

19. encyclopedia 20. dictionary 

21. almanac 22. atlas 

23. encyclopedia 24. manual 
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#1 #2 

#3 #4 

Which source would you use to 

find if the next Super Bowl is going 

to have a stormy or sunny 
forecast? 

Which source 

would you use 

to find where is 
Italy located? 

Which source 

would you 

use to find 

synonyms 
for loud? 

Which source 

would you use to 

find adjectives 

that describe 

Jackie Robinson’s 
talent? 
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#5 #6 

#7 #8 

Which source 

would you use to 

learn how to 

pronounce Rio de 

Janeiro? 

 

Which 

source 

would you 

use to learn 

if Oklahoma 

is north or 

south of 

where you 
are? 

Which source 

would you use to 

find information 

on World War I 
gas masks? 

Which source would you use to 

know the best time for planting 
crops? 
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#11 #12 

#9 #10 

Which source would 

you use to find a list 

of all United States 
presidents? 

Which source would you use to find 

how much snow is predicted for 
this coming winter? 

Which source would you use to find 

which country is south of Mongolia 
and northeast of India? Which source 

would you use to 

find how long it 

takes a penguin 
egg to hatch? 
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#13 #14 

#15 #16 

Which source 

would you use to 

find a better way 
to say walk? 

Which source would you use to 

find when the next full moon is 
going to be? 

Which source 

would you use to 

learn how to 

download new 

songs on your 
iPod? 

Which source would 

you use to find how 

many home runs 

Babe Ruth had in his 
career? 
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#17 #18 

#19 #20 

Which source 

would you use 

to find the 

meaning of the 

phrase cool as a 

cucumber? 

Which source 

would you use to 

find how to play 

bagpipes? 

Which source 

would you use to 

find information 

on Cleopatra? 

Which source 

would you use to 

learn how to 

correctly spell 

handkerchief?  



15 | P a g e  

Unit Created by Gay Miller 

    

#21 #22 

#23 #24 

Which 

source 

would you 

use to find 

what time 

the sun is 

going to set 

tonight? 

 Which source would you use to 

find which country in North 

America the Tropic of Cancer 

crosses?  

Which source 

would you use to 

find when Thomas 

Jefferson wrote 

the Declaration of 

Independence? 

Which source would 

you use to learn how 

to use your laptop 

computer? 
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Reference Materials 

1.  2.  

3.  4.  

5.  6.  

7.  8.  

9. 10.  

11.  12.  

13.  14.  

15.  16.  

17.  18.  

19.  20.  

21.  22.  

23.  24.  
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The digital version is now available on 

Boom Learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://wow.boomlearning.com/deck/tpt-WbxuvqgCyeL9JEoKy?tpt=1&ref=1&paid=1529520519817
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🌟 If you're looking for an awesome reading skills bundle to boost your students' 

learning, look no further!  

Reading Skills Bundle: 12 Units - Comprehension, Text Structure, Story Elements 

covers a wide range of reading skills like main idea, inference, compare and 

contrast, cause and effect, and more! 📚  

Each unit comes packed with goodies, including digital and printable resources, 

interactive notebook activities, worksheets, quizzes, and games! 

The best part? It's aligned with Common Core standards and perfect for grades 4-

6!  

So you can dive right in without any worries by reading previews from other 

teachers who've already tried it. 

Take advantage of this chance to level up your reading curriculum. 😊 

 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Skills-Bundle-12-Units-Comprehension-Text-Structure-Story-Elements-7773045
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Skills-Bundle-12-Units-Comprehension-Text-Structure-Story-Elements-7773045
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Credits Credits 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Doodle-Dad-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teachers-Resource-Force
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clip-Guy-Graphics
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Caboose-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sarah-Pecorino-Illustration
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kate-Hadfield-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Illumismart
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Chirp-Graphics
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/English-Unite-Clip-Art
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Creating4-The-Classroom
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clipartino
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Artifex
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Katrina-Keegan-School-Clip-Art
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Dsart
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ron-Leishman-Digital-Toonage
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Pigknit-Clipart
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Melonheadz
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Crunchymom
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Zip-a-dee-doo-dah-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rossys-Jungle
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clever-Cat-Creations
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Scrappin-Doodles
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ashley-Hughes-Design
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Palace-Pics
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Charlottes-Clips-4150
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-In-The-Tongass
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Book Units Teacher Website 

YouTube 

Pinterest 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bookunitsteacher.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/
https://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/
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Check out my new YouTube channel. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
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