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books (novels) movies newspapers 

reports songs magazines 

plays articles chapters 

poems ships cartoon series 

CDs short stories drawings 

encyclopedias statues (sculptures) pamphlets 

TV series films paintings 

reports cartoon episodes commercials 

TV episodes skits newspaper stories 

Skill Practice –Writing Titles Correctly 
Here is the rule for punctuating titles: 

Rule 1 (Punctuating Titles) 

Underline the title of any book, magazine, or newspaper. (In print these are italicized.)  

Enclose titles of reports, songs, and poems in quotation marks.  

Think: short or long 

Long things that can stand on their own like books, CDs, or movies are underlined. Short things that are part of something bigger like 
chapters, episodes, or poems are enclosed in quotation marks. 

Also, artwork, such as paintings and sculptures, can stand on their own; therefore, they must be underlined. (Titles of photographs, much 
smaller pieces of artwork, are enclosed in quotation marks.) 

Practice: In the box circle all the items whose titles you would underline. 
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Correct these titles. 

1 . h a p p y  b y  p h a r r e l l  w i l l i a m s  ( s o n g )  

2 . s m i l e  b y  r a i n a  t e l g e m e i e r  ( b o o k )  

3 . z l a t e h  t h e  g o a t  b y  i s a a c  b a s h e v i s  s i n g e r  ( s h o r t  s t o r y )  

4 . h o l e s  b y  l o u i s  s a c h a r  ( b o o k )  

5 . e s p e r a n z a  r i s i n g  b y  p a m  m u ñ o z  r y a n  ( b o o k )  

6 . n a t i o n a l  g e o g r a p h i c  k i d s  ( m a g a z i n e )  

7 . s p i d e r - m a n :  i n t o  t h e  s p i d e r - v e r s e  ( m o v i e )  

8 . t h e  m a g i c  s c h o o l  b u s  r i d e s  a g a i n  ( t e l e v i s i o n  s h o w )  

9 . l i t t l e  c a t s  i n  z o o b o o k s  ( a r t i c l e  a n d  m a g a z i n e )  

1 0 . w o n d e r  b y  r . j .  p a l a c i o  ( b o o k )  

1 1 . r e m e m b e r  t h e  t i t a n s  ( m o v i e )  

1 2 . b r a v e  b y  s a r a  b a r e i l l e s  ( s o n g )  

1 3 . f r e a k  t h e  m i g h t y  b y  e o d m a n  p h i l b r i c k  ( b o o k )  

1 4 . c o u n t  o n  m e  b y  b r u n o  m a r s  

1 5 . o u t  o f  m y  m i n d  b y  s h a r o n  m .  d r a p e r  ( b o o k )  

1 6 . t h e  t h i n k e r  b y  r o d i n  ( s t a t u e )  

1 7 . c h o p  c h o p  ( m a g a z i n e )  

1 8 . t h e  l i t t l e  w h i t e  h o u s e  b y  w i l l a r d  m e t c a l f  ( p a i n t i n g )  

1 9 . t h e  g i f t  o f  t h e  m a g i  b y  o .  h e n r y  ( s h o r t  s t o r y )  

2 0 . m y t h b u s t e r s  ( t e l e v i s i o n  s h o w )  

2 1 . a l  c a p o n e  d o e s  m y  s h i r t s  b y  g e n n i f e r  c h o l d e n k o  ( b o o k )  

2 2 . i  a m  m a l a l a  b y  m a l a l a  y o u s a f z a i  ( b o o k )  

2 3 . f i r e w o r k  b y  k a t y  p e r r y  ( s o n g )  

2 4 . t h e  c y c l o n e  f r o m  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  w i z a r d  o f  o z   ( c h a p t e r  a n d  b o o k )  

2 5 . w h a l e  r i d e r  ( m o v i e )  
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Answer Key 
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Answer Key 

Correct these titles. 

 

1. “Happy” by Pharrell Williams (song) 

2. Smile by Raina Telgemeier (book) 

3. “Zlateh the Goat” by Isaac Bashevis Singer (short story) 

4. Holes by Louis Sachar (book) 

5. Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan (book) 

6. National Geographic Kids (magazine) 

7. Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse (movie) 

8. The Magic School Bus Rides Again (television show) 

9. “Little Cats” in Zoobooks (article and magazine) 

10.Wonder by R.J. Palacio (book) 

11.Remember the Titans (movie) 

12.“Brave” by Sara Bareilles (song) 

13.Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick (book) 

14.“Count on Me” by Bruno Mars 

15.Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper (book) 

16.“The Thinker” by Rodin (statue) 

17.Chop Chop (magazine) 

18.“The Little White House” by Willard Metcalf (painting) 

19.“The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry (short story) 

20.Mythbusters (television show) 

21.Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko (book) 

22. I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai (book) 

23.“Firework” by Katy Perry (song) 

24.“The Cyclone” from The Wonderful Wizard of Oz  (chapter and book) 

25.Whale Rider (movie) 
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The organizer comes in three versions: 

 

•The first has lines where students write definitions and works that should be underlined or enclosed in quotations. 

•The second copy of the organizer includes the definitions with key words missing for students to fill in. Students must also 

write works that should be underlined or enclosed in quotations. 

•The third copy is completed. It may be used as an answer key, as a sample for students to follow, for differentiated 

instructions, or for students who were absent. 

 

 

Instructions for Making the Organizer 

•Print the organizer on colored paper. 

•Have students trim around the four sides of the organizer on the bold lines. 

• Fold on the dotted lines and cut on the solid lines to form six flaps.  
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Rule #1 

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________ 

Rule #2 

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________ 

Rule #3 

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 
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Rule #1 

Capitalize the _________ 
word, the ____________ 
word, and each 
____________________ 
word in the title. 

Rule #2 

________________ 
(_______________ when 
typing) the title of books, 
magazines, newspapers, 
movies, or albums.  

(Think ______________) 

 

Rule #3 

Enclose title of reports, 
songs, poems, chapters, 
or articles in __________ 
_______________. 

(Think ______________) 

• books (novels) 
• plays 
• book length poems 
• encyclopedias 
• newspapers 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• short stories  
• essays  
• short poems  
• songs 
• articles  

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 
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Rule #1 

Capitalize the first word, 
the last word, and each 
important word in the 
title. 

Rule #2 

Underline (italics when 
typing) the title of books, 
magazines, newspapers, 
movies, or albums.  

(Think L-O-N-G) 

 

Rule #3 

Enclose title of reports, 
songs, poems, chapters, 
or articles in quotation 
marks. 

(Think “short”) 

 

• books (novels) 
• plays 
• book length poems 
• encyclopedias 
• newspapers 
• magazines 
• pamphlets  
• movies and films 
• television series  
• paintings and drawings 
• sculptures 
• CD titles 
• ballets, operas, musicals  
• ships, aircraft, and space craft 

• short stories  
• essays  
• short poems  
• songs 
• articles  
• chapters of books  
• television episodes 
• commercials 
• newspaper stories 
• skits 
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