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Thank you for downloading Poetry Sampler. This product contains three 

poetry activities from different units in my store. 

 
  

 

The Children’s Hour 
from  
Theme 

 

 

The Sugar-Plum Tree 
from  
Chocolate 

 

 

Casey Jones  
from  
Main Idea and Supporting 
Details 

 

  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Theme-1240034
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Ideas-and-Supporting-Details-1211563
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The Children's Hour  

by American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Between the dark and the daylight, 

When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations, 

That is known as the Children's Hour. 
 

I hear in the chamber above me 
The patter of little feet, 

The sound of a door that is opened, 
And voices soft and sweet. 

 
From my study I see in the lamplight, 

Descending the broad hall stair, 
Grave Alice, and laughing Allegra, 

And Edith with golden hair. 
 

A whisper, and then a silence: 

Yet I know by their merry eyes 
They are plotting and planning together 

To take me by surprise. 
 

A sudden rush from the stairway, 
A sudden raid from the hall! 

By three doors left unguarded 
They enter my castle wall! 

 
They climb up into my turret 

O'er the arms and back of my chair; 
If I try to escape, they surround me; 

They seem to be everywhere. 

They almost devour me with kisses, 

Their arms about me entwine, 
Till I think of the Bishop of Bingen 

In his Mouse-Tower on the Rhine! 
 

Do you think, o blue-eyed banditi, 
Because you have scaled the wall, 

Such an old mustache as I am 
Is not a match for you all! 

 
 

I have you fast in my fortress, 
And will not let you depart, 

But put you down into the dungeon 
In the round-tower of my heart. 

 

And there will I keep you forever, 
Yes, forever and a day, 

Till the walls shall crumble to ruin, 
And moulder in dust away!! 
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The Children's Hour  

by American Poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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The Children's Hour  

by American Poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Summary 

 
The poem describes the poet’s three 
daughters: Alice, Edith, and Allegra. Each 

evening as it begins to grow dark, the three 
girls go down to their father’s study. The 

poet hears them come and compares them 
to an army. The girls climb onto their 
father’s lap and kiss him. Their father 

promises to keep the girls in his heart 
forever. 

 

Topic 

 
The children come down to play with their 
father before they head off to bed. 

 

 

Subject 
 

family’s love 

 

Themes 

 
Happiness comes from the love of a father 

for his children. 
 
A father’s love will last forever. 
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The Sugar-Plum Tree 
On the next pages you will find two poems that work well with the theme of this unit. 

Both poems are in the public domain and can be copied for your students; however, 

you may wish to display them on a Smart Board or similar device. 

The first poem “A Boy and his Stomach” is a conversation a boy has with his 

stomach. The boy thinks he has been good to his stomach by giving it a large variety 

of food. In return, the stomach gives the boy a stomach ache.  I felt the boy in the 

poem could easily be compared to John and Henry. 

The second poem “The Sugar-Plum Tree” is a charming story you would tell a child at 

bedtime, so the child would have sweet dreams. 

Following each poem are questions that may be copied onto heavy-weight paper or 

cardstock. They have tabs, so the two pieces may be glued together to form cards. 

See the instructions below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have included numbers on the question cards and a “Student Response Page,” so 

you can easily turn this into a Scoot activity. Also, each poem’s questions are 

numbered separately to give you the flexibility of just using one poem or the other. 

Cut out the pieces. 

Fold the tabs down. 

Place glue on the 

tab. 
Glue the top flap with the 

picture to the bottom flap 

with the question. 

Pieces may be 

stored in Ziploc 

bags when not in 

use. 
The questions open like cards. 

The Boy and his Stomach is not included in this sampler. 
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The Sugar-Plum Tree 
by Eugene Field  
Have you ever heard of the Sugar-Plum Tree? 

‘Tis a marvel of great renown! 

It blooms on the shore of the Lollypop sea 

In the garden of Shut-Eye Town; 

The fruit that it bears is so wondrously sweet 

(As those who have tasted it say) 

That good little children have only to eat 

Of that fruit to be happy next day. 

 

When you’ve got to the tree, you would have a hard time 

To capture the fruit which I sing; 

The tree is so tall that no person could climb 

To the boughs where the sugar-plums swing! 

But up in that tree sits a chocolate cat, 

And a gingerbread dog prowls below - 

And this is the way you contrive to get at 

Those sugar-plums tempting you so: 

 

You say but the word to that gingerbread dog 

And he barks with such terrible zest 

That the chocolate cat is at once all agog, 

As her swelling proportions attest. 

And the chocolate cat goes cavorting around 

From this leafy limb unto that, 

And the sugar-plums tumble, of course, to the ground - 

Hurrah for that chocolate cat! 

 

There are marshmallows, gumdrops, and peppermint canes, 

With stripings of scarlet or gold, 

And you carry away of the treasure that rains, 

As much as your apron can hold! 

So come, little child, cuddle closer to me 

In your dainty white nightcap and gown, 

And I’ll rock you away to that Sugar-Plum Tree 

In the garden of Shut-Eye Town. 
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The Sugar-Plum Tree Student Response Sheet 
1.  2.  

3.  4.  

5.  6.  

7.  8.  

9.  10.  

11. 12.  

13.  14.  

15.  16.  

17.  18.  
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The Sugar-Plum Tree Student Response Sheet 
[Answer Key] 

1. ABABCDCD 2. The poem is read as a bedtime story to help children have 

pleasant dreams. 

3. The poem is referring to the color of the animals; however, 

both chocolate and gingerbread are delicious treats. This 

adds to the imagery to the poem.  

4. contrive ~ to plan in a clever way 

5. And you carry away of the treasure that rains 6. The child gets the dog to bark which frightens the cat. The 

cat then jumps from branch to branch in the tree knocking 

down the treats. 

7. Sugar plums are small, flavored sugar candies. 8. A Visit from St. Nicholas  

The children were nestled all snug in their beds, 

while visions of sugar plums danced in their heads. 

9. Sugar plum trees are fictional. 10. There could be a chocolate colored cat in a tree. A 

gingerbread colored dog below the tree could bark and 

frighten the cat. 

11.Get it.  

Bark 

Cat 

12. cavorting  ~ prancing about; romping 

13. The sugar plums are hard to get to because the tree is 

very tall. 

14. agog ~ highly excited and full of anticipation 

15. The candy is decorated with red and gold ribbons. 16. zest ~ a sense of great pleasure or enjoyment 

17. attest ~ to show or prove the truth of 18.  Children who eat sugar plums are happy the next day. 
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     The Ballad of Casey Jones 

Come all you rounders that want to hear 
The story of a brave engineer. 

Casey Jones was the rounder's name, 
On a six eight wheeler, boys, he won his fame. 
The caller called Casey at half past four, 

He kissed his wife at the station door, 
He mounted to the cabin with the orders in his hand, 

And he took his farewell trip to that promised land. 
Casey Jones mounted to the cabin, 
Casey Jones with his orders in his hand 

Casey Jones mounted to the cabin, 
And he took his farewell trip to that promised land. 

 
When he pulled up that Reno hill, 
He whistled for the crossing with an awful shrill; 

The switchman knew by the engine's moan 
That the man at the throttle was Casey Jones. 

He looked at his water and his water was low; 
He looked at his watch and his watch was slow; 
He turned to his fireman and this is what he said, 

Boy, we're going to reach Frisco, but we'll all be dead. 
Casey Jones - going to reach Frisco 

Casey Jones - but we'll all be dead, 
Casey Jones - going to reach Frisco, 

We're going to reach Frisco, but we'll all be dead. 

So turn on your water and shovel in your coal, 
Stick your head out the window, watch those drivers roll; 

I'll drive her till she leaves the rail, 
For I'm eight hours late by that Western Mail. 
When he was within six miles of the place, 

There number four stared him straight in the face. 
He turned to his fireman, said Jim you'd better jump, 

For there're two locomotives that are going to bump. 
Casey Jones - two locomotives, 
Casey Jones - going to bump, 

Casey Jones - two locomotives, 
There're two locomotives that are going to bump. 

 
Casey said just before he died, 
There're two more roads I would like to ride. 

The fireman said, Which ones can they be? 
Oh the Northern Pacific and the Santa Fe  

Mrs. Jones sat at her bed a-sighing 
Just to hear the news that her Casey was dying. 
Hush up children, and quit your cryin', 

For you've got another poppa on the Salt Lake Line. 
Casey Jones - got another poppa. 

Casey Jones - on the Salt Lake Line. 
Casey Jones - got another poppa. 

For you've got another poppa on the Salt Lake Line. 
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Main Idea 

This song tells the 
story of Casey 

Jones's fatal train 
accident. 

Main Idea of Verse 
1 

Casey Jones tells 
his wife goodbye, 

gets orders on 
where he is going, 

and gets in his 
train. 

 

Mention of  the 
promised land is 
forshadowing of 
what is to come. 

Main Idea of Verse 
2 

Casey is behind 
schedule, but he 
must stop to get 
water and  coal. 

Main Idea of Verse 
3 

After making up 
some time, Casey 
and his fireman 

see a train on the 
tracks up ahead. 
Casey tells his 

fireman to jump 
off the train. 

Main Idea of Verse 
4 

Casey Jones dies 
in the accident. 
Mrs. Jones tells 

her children not to 
worry because 

they will be getting 
a pension. 

Notes for The Ballad of Casey Jones 

 This ballad is based on a true person, Jonathan Luther "John" "Casey" Jones 

who was killed when his train, the Cannonball Express, collided with a stalled 

freight train in Vaughan, Mississippi. 

 A rounder is a railroader. 

 Jones was famous for his special train whistle (mentioned in Verse 2). 

 Jones was able to slow the train from 75 mph to 35 mph before the impact 

saving many lives. Because of this, he is considered a hero. 

 Jones was the only person who died in the accident. 

 Jones’s wife was faithful; she wore black the rest of her life. The mention of 

a new poppa is referring to her pension. 

 

 

The Ballad of Cassie Jones 

Answer Key 

You may watch the 

YouTube video for this 

story on my website at: 

http://bookunitsteacher.c

om/main_idea/main_idea.

htm 

http://bookunitsteacher.com/main_idea/main_idea.htm
http://bookunitsteacher.com/main_idea/main_idea.htm
http://bookunitsteacher.com/main_idea/main_idea.htm
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